
Dear Friend of LINES Ballet,

Dance unifies us. If you have ever been part of a large crowd moving to the rhythm of live music, or shared an 
intimate moment of closeness dancing with a partner, you understand how movement allows us to have shared 
experiences unlike anything else that we are able to experience as humans. 

Recently I was asked, “Why do you dance?”. My answer to this complex question is simple. Dance allows me 
to be the most free version of myself. It provides me with a safe medium to express thoughts and feelings, and 
allows me to tap into emotions that are usually hard to confront. Most of all, dance allows me to communicate 
all of this to those around me. Dance is my voice, it completes me. I have been involved with Alonzo King 
LINES Ballet for 14 years in some capacity. I have seen audiences across the world moved by the brilliant 
choreography of Alonzo King and felt the impact that the artists and staff of LINES Ballet have in our beloved 
city of San Francisco. Through art, we engage communities in unique educational experiences, and aim to 
inspire imagination and creativity within every human being. 

As a member of our LINES Ballet community,  YOU are a part of this endeavor too.  We are grateful for your  
commitment to dance and art and for that, I thank you.  We depend on your support and passion to further 
the reach of our impact through performances, the creation of new 
works, and educational programming.  As the organization’s 40th 
anniversary year comes to an end, I see no greater way to close out 
this monumental year than by asking you to make a donation to our 
annual fund.  Your gift will allow us to continue unique collaborations 
with acclaimed artists like Grammy-award winners Lisa Fisher and Zakir Hussain. 
It lets us expand our dance education programs through school and after-school 
partnerships.  You will help to keep the LINES Dance Center thriving as a central, cultural hub 
in the Tenderloin neighborhood with hundreds of students attending classes and workshops 
daily.  Your support makes you a part of an organization grounded in fearless exploration, honesty, 
and self-belief. 

The work that we do is important and necessary.  When we come together with a common 
passion of dance, we help heal the broken parts of humanity.  Alonzo, our founder, is in his prime 
as a creator and leader, gaining international recognition and accolades signaling that the best 
is yet to come. This is a beautiful time to be a part of LINES Ballet and remember that every 
donation makes a difference. Together, we dance!

With gratitude,

Ilaria Guerra
Company Dancer
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